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employ in needfull causes: the people allowed them him, neuer asking question how, nor which way, nor whether it was true that they were bestowed. Now there are certaine writers (amongst whom the Philosopher Theophrastus is one) who write that Pericles sent yearely vnto Sparta ten talents, with the which he entertained those that were in authoritie there, because they should make no wars with them: not to buy peace of them, but time, that he might in the meane season, with better commodity, and that ley-sure, prouide to maintaine the wars. After that, as the army of the Peloponnesians were out of the country of Attica, he returned against the rebels, and passed into the lie of Evboea with fifty saile, and flue thousand footmen well armed: and there he ouer-came all the cities that had taken armes against him, and draue away the Hyppobotes, who were the most famous men of all the Chalcidians, as well for their riches, as for their valiantnes. He draue away also all the Hestiseians, whom he chased cleane out of all the country, and placed in their city, onely the citizens of Athens. And the cause why he dealt so rigorously with them was, because they hauing taken a galley of the Athenians prisoner, had put all the men to death that were in her. And peace being concluded afterwards between e the Athenians and Lacedaemonians for thirty yeares: he proclaimed open wars against those of the Isle- of Samos, burdening them, that they being commaunded by the Athenians, to pacific the quarrels which they had against the Milesians, they would not obey. But because some hold opinion, that he tooke vpon him this warre against Samos, for the loue of Aspasia: it shall be no great digression of our story, to tell you by the way, what manner of woman she was, and what a maruel-lous gift and power she had, that she could entangle with her loue the chiefest rulers and gouernors at that VOL. iv (*)                                                2 A